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ical Survey in cooperation with the government of the island. Be- 
cause of the damage to crops by insect pests and the resulting 
pecuniary loss, the Board of Commissioners of Agriculture of the 
island in 1911 requested the aid of the United States Department 
of Agriculture in an effort to determine the relations of the island 
birds to the insect fauna." "Investigations were begun in De- 
cember, 1911, and continuous field work was carried on until Sep- 
tember, 1912, permitting nine months of consecutive observation. 
All the principal regions of Porto Rico were visited, short trips 
were made to adjacent islands of Vieques and Culebra, and four 
days were spent on Desecheo Island in Mona Passage." 

In addition to extended treatment of each of the 162 species 
found on the islands the report is divided into the following parts: 
"Birds found in cane fields." "Birds found in coffee plantations." 
"Birds frequenting citrus groves." "Bird enemies of the mole 
cricket." "Bird enemies of the sugar-cane root-borer." "Bird 
enemies of the may beetle." Under the heading, "Economic con- 
siderations," the statement is made that none of the species can 
be considered wholly pernicious. It was found that many of the 
insect eating birds consumed considerable quantities of vegeta- 
ble matter. 

This paper is valuable both from the standpoint of a local list 
and for its contribution to the literature of economic ornithology. 

L. j. 

The Domestic Cat. By Edward Howe Forbush, State Ornithologist. 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, State Board of Agricul- 
ture, Economic Biology, Bulletin No. 2. 1916. 

This paper is an able presentation of the cat problem. It gives 
convincing proof that the common house cat is a real menace to 
the wild bird life of the more settled districts, and that the com- 
pensations resulting from the destruction of rats and mice by cats 
come far short of balancing the account. A further indictment- 
of the cat is the proven fact that cats may carry such infections 
as small-pox and scarlet fever. Since the house cat is an intro- 
duced animal it is altogether likely that restrictive legislation not 
less severe than that for dogs will have to be resorted to in or- 
der to keep the numbers within reasonable bounds. l. j. 

Proceedings of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Vol. VI, Parts 
2 and 3. February 27 and July 10, 1915. Pages 25 to 68. 

Part 2 is concerned with "The Eskimo Curlew and its Disappear- 
ance," by Myron H. Swenk, and "Some bird notes from Lincoln and 
vicinity," by R. W. Dawson, and "Three records from the Ne- 
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braska Experimental (sub-station at North Platte," by Wilson Tout. 
A review of the occurrences of the Eskimo Curlew is followed by 
the cheering statement that "Although the Eskimo Curlew is re- 
duced to the point of extinction, it is probably not yet absolutely 
extinct." This species and the Trumpeter Swan seem to be the 
species which are doomed to extinction even before some others 
which it was thought would disappear before them. l. j. 

The Birds of Green Lake County, Wisconsin. By John N. Lowe. 
From the Bulletin of the Wisconsin Natural History Society, 
Vol. XXXI (New Series), No. 2. June, 1915. 
This is a briefly annotated list of 211 species. 
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Suggestions for Ornithological Work in Canada. By P. A. Taver- 
ner. Reprinted from The Ottawa Naturalist, Vol. XXIX, April, 
May, 1915. PPp. 14-28. 

The Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax Auritus) and its 
Relation to the Salmon Industries on the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
By P. A. Taverner. Geological Survey, Canada, Department of 
Mines, Museum Bulletin No. 13. April 30, 1915. Pp. 1-24. 

Mortality Among Waterfowl Around Great Salt Lake, Utah. 
Bulletin No. 217, U. S. Dep't Agriculture. May 26, 1915. (Pre- 
liminary Report.) By Alex. Wetmore. Pp. 1-10. 

The National Zoological Park and Its Inhabitants. By Dr. Frank 
Baker, Superintendent of National Zoological Park. From the 
Smithsonian Report for 1814, pages 445-478 (with 41 plates). 

The Starling. By Edward Howe Forbush. Revised and enlarged 
from the fifty-eighth annual report of the Massachusetts State 
Board of Agriculture. Circular No. 45, May, 1915. Pp., 1-23. 

Seventh Annual Report of the State Ornithologist. For the 
Year 1914. January 13, 1915. The Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, State Board of Agriculture. Edward Howe Forbush. Pp. 1-31. 

Bird Houses and Nesting Boxes. By Edward Howe Forbush. 
Circular No. 47, April, 1915. The Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, State Board of Agriculture. Pp. 1-24. 

Eleven Important Wild Duck Foods. By W. L. McAtee, Assist- 
ant Biologist. Bulletin No. 205, of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. Professional Paper. September 27, 1915. Pp. 1-23. 

Our Shorebirds and Their Future. By Wells W. Cooke, Assist- 
ant Biologist, Bureau of Biological Survey. From Yearbook of De- 
partment of Agriculture for 1914. Pp. 273-294. 

Distribution and Migration of North American Gulls and Their 



